Attain A Perfect Heart

The Bible speaks about the heart of man, and one of the types that the Bible stressed on is the perfect heart; God call us to walk before Him in a perfect heart. We will go through different Scriptures studying the importance and the values of a perfect heart in serving the Lord and in living our lies unto Him:

1. On the occasion of the men of war who came to join David: “23 And these are the numbers of the bands that were ready armed to the war, and came to David to Hebron, to turn the kingdom of Saul to him, according to the word of the LORD. 24 The children of Judah that bare shield and spear were six thousand and eight hundred, ready armed to the war. 25 Of the children of Simeon, mighty men of valour for the war, seven thousand and one hundred. 26 Of the children of Levi four thousand and six hundred. 27 And Jehoiada was the leader of the Aaronites, and with him were three thousand and seven hundred; 28 And Zadok, a young man mighty of valour, and of his father's house twenty and two captains. 29 And of the children of Benjamin, the kindred of Saul, three thousand: for hitherto the greatest part of them had kept the ward of the house of Saul. 30 And of the children of Ephraim twenty thousand and eight hundred, mighty men of valour, famous throughout the house of their fathers. 31 And of the half tribe of Manasseh eighteen * thousand, which were expressed by name, to come and make David king . 32 And of the children of Issachar, which were men that had understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to do ; the heads of them were two hundred; and all their brethren were at their commandment. 33 Of Zebulun, such as went forth to battle, expert in war, with all instruments of war, fifty thousand, which could keep rank : they were not of double heart. 34 And of Naphtali a thousand captains, and with them with shield and spear thirty and seven thousand. 35 And of the Danites expert in war twenty and eight thousand and six hundred. 36 And of Asher, such as went forth to battle, expert in war, forty thousand. 37 And on the other side of Jordan, of the Reubenites, and the Gadites, and of the half tribe of Manasseh, with all manner of instruments of war for the battle, an hundred and twenty thousand. 38 All these men of war, that could keep rank, came with a perfect heart to Hebron, to make David king over all Israel: and all the rest also of Israel were of one heart to make David king. 39 And there they were with David three days, eating and drinking : for their brethren had prepared for them. 40 Moreover they that were nigh them, even unto Issachar and Zebulun and Naphtali, brought bread on asses, and on camels, and on mules, and on oxen, and meat, meal, cakes of figs, and bunches of raisins, and wine, and oil, and oxen, and sheep abundantly: for there was joy in Israel.” (1 Chronicles 12:23-40 KJV)  
The large numbers of leaders and warriors who came to turn the Kingdom to David they were all came with a perfect heart and with one purpose. They were in need of a right leader to lead them and to achieve the purpose of God in their lives. They recognized David as ordained and anointed by God, to be their leader. Perfect heart for the church leaders and workers is needed to do the great work of God and to achieve His purpose and will. In verse 33 it mentioned about some of them, they were not of double heart. Which means they were giving their heart fully, and undivided to God and to His purpose in their lives. In the same way your heart needed to be undivided and fully dedicated to God and to His purpose and to His plan in your life.  
2. On the occasion when King David commissioned his son Solomon to serve the Lord: “5 And of all my sons, (for the LORD hath given me many sons,) he hath chosen Solomon my son to sit upon the throne of the kingdom of the LORD over Israel. 6 And he said unto me, Solomon thy son, he shall build my house and my courts: for I have chosen him to be my son, and I will be his father. 7 Moreover I will establish his kingdom for ever, if he be constant to do my commandments and my judgments, as at this day. 8 Now therefore in the sight of all Israel the congregation of the LORD, and in the audience of our God, keep and seek for all the commandments of the LORD your God: that ye may possess this good land, and leave it for an inheritance for your children after you for ever. 9 And thou, Solomon my son, know thou the God of thy father, and serve him with a perfect heart and with a willing mind:  for the LORD searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts: if thou seek him, he will be found of thee; but if thou forsake him, he will cast thee off forever.”  (1 Chronicles 28:5-9 KJV) David when commissioned his son Solomon to serve God, instructed him to serve the Lord with a perfect heart. In the same way God wants you to serve Him with a perfect heart. Solomon was chosen to build the Temple of God. * In the same way, church ministry cannot be accomplished properly unless you serve God with a perfect heart. * Also as David instructed his son to serve God with a perfect heart and willing mind, we need to teach our children and instruct them to give their lives to God and serve Him with all their hearts. Our children are the one to lead the work of God and the ministries in the future and so we need to train them from now to give their hearts and their strength and their body parts to the Lord and to His service.   
3. On the occasion when the people willingly offered and contributed to build the Temple of God: “1 Furthermore David the king said unto all the congregation, Solomon my son, whom alone God hath chosen , is yet young and tender, and the work is great: for the palace is not for man, but for the LORD God. 2 Now I have prepared with all my might for the house of my God the gold for things to be made of gold, and the silver for things of silver, and the brass for things of brass, the iron for things of iron, and wood for things of wood; onyx stones, and stones to be set, glistering stones, and of divers colours, and all manner of precious stones, and marble stones in abundance. 3 Moreover, because I have set my affection to the house of my God, I have of mine own proper good, of gold and silver, which I have given to the house of my God, over and above all that I have prepared for the holy house, 4 Even three thousand talents of gold, of the gold of Ophir, and seven thousand talents of refined silver, to overlay the walls of the houses withal: 5 The gold for things of gold, and the silver for things of silver, and for all manner of work to be made by the hands of artificers. And who then is willing to consecrate his service this day unto the LORD? 6 Then the chief of the fathers and princes of the tribes of Israel, and the captains of thousands and of hundreds, with the rulers of the king's work, offered willingly, 7 And gave for the service of the house of God of gold five thousand talents and ten thousand drams, and of silver ten thousand talents, and of brass eighteen thousand talents, and one hundred thousand talents of iron. 8 And they with whom precious stones were found gave them to the treasure of the house of the LORD, by the hand of Jehiel the Gershonite. 9 Then the people rejoiced , for that they offered willingly , because with perfect heart they offered willingly to the LORD: and David the king also rejoiced with great joy.” (1 Chronicles 29:1-9 KJV) King David was a man with a perfect heart, and that is why he was able to offer to God and prepare lot of things that will be used to build the Temple of God. At this time we are the Temple of God and the Holy Spirit lives in us; perfect heart will enable us to give willingly to the Lord, and to dedicate our lives and our time, and our body parts and our strength and all our services and resources unto Him.
4. On the occasion of the prayer of David for His son Solomon: “10 Wherefore David blessed the LORD before all the congregation: and David said , Blessed be thou, LORD God of Israel our father, for ever and ever. 11 Thine, O LORD, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, and the majesty: for all that is in the heaven and in the earth is thine; thine is the kingdom, O LORD, and thou art exalted as head above all. 12 Both riches and honour come of thee, and thou reignest over all; and in thine hand is power and might; and in thine hand it is to make great , and to give strength unto all. 13 Now therefore, our God, we thank thee, and praise thy glorious name. 14 But who am I, and what is my people, that we should be able to offer so willingly after this sort? for all things come of thee, and of thine own have we given thee. 15 For we are strangers before thee, and sojourners, as were all our fathers: our days on the earth are as a shadow, and there is none abiding. 16 O LORD our God, all this store that we have prepared to build thee an house for thine holy name cometh of thine hand, and is all thine own. 17 I know also, my God, that thou triest the heart, and hast pleasure in uprightness. As for me, in the uprightness of mine heart I have willingly offered all these things: and now have I seen with joy thy people, which are present here, to offer willingly unto thee. 18 O LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, our fathers, keep this for ever in the imagination of the thoughts of the heart of thy people, and prepare their heart unto thee: 19 And give unto Solomon my son a perfect heart, to keep thy commandments, thy testimonies, and thy statutes, and to do all these things, and to build the palace, for the which I have made provision.” (1 Chronicles 29:10-19 KJV) David prayed to the Lord and thanked him for all what He gave them and for all what they, he and the people, were able to give to build the Temple. He also prayed to God to give his son Solomon a perfect heart to keep God’s commandments, testimonies, statutes, and to do all things needed to build the house of God.  

In the same way we need to thank God for all what He gave us and for all what we were able to achieve, as well as we need to pray for all the workers under our care and for our children and disciples, that the Lord shall give them perfect hearts to follow God, obey His Word, doing His will and to build up the ministries of God to finish His work. 
5. On the occasion of dedicating the Temple of God: “54 And it was so, that when Solomon had made an end of praying all this prayer and supplication unto the LORD, he arose from before the altar of the LORD, from kneeling on his knees with his hands spread up to heaven. 55 And he stood , and blessed all the congregation of Israel with a loud voice, saying , 56 Blessed be the LORD, that hath given rest unto his people Israel, according to all that he promised : there hath not failed one word of all his good promise, which he promised by the hand of Moses his servant. 57 The LORD our God be with us, as he was with our fathers: let him not leave us, nor forsake us: 58 That he may incline our hearts unto him, to walk in all his ways, and to keep his commandments, and his statutes, and his judgments, which he commanded our fathers. 59 And let these my words, wherewith I have made supplication before the LORD, be nigh unto the LORD our God day and night, that he maintain the cause of his servant, and the cause of his people Israel at all times *, as the matter shall require: 60 That all the people of the earth may know that the LORD is God, and that there is none else. 61 Let your heart therefore be perfect with the LORD our God, to walk in his statutes, and to keep his commandments, as at this day.” (1 Kings 8:54-61 KJV) In dedicating the Temple of God, Solomon after he finished his prayer, he commissioned the people to walk with God and to serve Him, and to have a perfect heart so they can walk with His statutes and keep His commandments and do His work well. In the same way, we need to continually admonish the people under our care to have a perfect heart before the Lord and that they need to continue to obey the Word of God and walk in His ways. 
6. Be Careful that certain worldly pleasure, the lust of the world, friends and flesh desires make your heart not perfect before God: “1 But king Solomon loved many strange women, together with the daughter of Pharaoh, women of the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians, and Hittites; 2 Of the nations concerning which the LORD said unto the children of Israel, Ye shall not go in to them, neither shall they come in unto you: for surely they will turn away your heart after their gods: Solomon clave unto these in love . 3 And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines: and his wives turned away his heart. 4 For it came to pass, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned away his heart after other gods: and his heart was not perfect with the LORD his God, as was the heart of David his father.” (1 Kings 11:1-4 KJV) Foreign women had led Solomon to be away from God, and started to worship and serve their false gods and idols. Therefore observe your life and your ways very carefully, and be careful because your heart may go astray through women, boyfried or girlfriend, love of money, friends and bad company, the Media and its temptations, and the rest of things of this world, that may take you away from the love of the Lord.   

7. Do not be overwhelmed with much wickedness around you; still you need to do your part and the changes that God required. Your perfect heart will achieve that for the Lord: “11 And Asa did that which was right in the eyes of the LORD, as did David his father. 12 And he took away the sodomites out of the land, and removed all the idols that his fathers had made. 13 And also Maachah his mother, even her he removed from being queen, because she had made an idol in a grove; and Asa destroyed her idol, and burnt it by the brook Kidron. 14 But the high places were not removed : nevertheless Asa's heart was perfect with the LORD all his days.” (1 Kings 15:11-14 KJV) Here the good example of King Asa shows us that inspite of all the temptations around him, that he continued to remove idols and people who were corrupted; even those who were very near to him, like his mother; which he removed her from being queen because of the idol that she made. Asa destroyed her idol and did not mind that his mother had made it. In the same way you need to continue to stand firm and to deal in a perfect heart with all the corruption around you and the Lord shall support you as long as your heart is perfect towards God and towards His Word and His will. Further more about the perfect heart from the life of King Asa we can read the following: “But the high places were not taken away out of Israel: nevertheless the heart of Asa was perfect all his days.” (2 Chronicles 15:17 KJV) 

However, when Asa did not rely on the Lord in his war with King Baasha but he trusted and relied on his money, the Lord rebuked him and reminded him of the importance of the perfect heart, “1 In the six and thirtieth year of the reign of Asa Baasha king of Israel came up against Judah, and built Ramah, to the intent that he might let none go out or come in to Asa king of Judah. 2 Then Asa brought out silver and gold out of the treasures of the house of the LORD and of the king's house, and sent to Benhadad king of Syria, that dwelt at Damascus, saying , 3 There is a league between me and thee, as there was between my father and thy father: behold, I have sent thee silver and gold; go , break thy league with Baasha king of Israel, that he may depart from me. 4 And Benhadad hearkened unto king Asa, and sent the captains of his armies against the cities of Israel; and they smote Ijon, and Dan, and Abelmaim, and all the store cities of Naphtali. 5 And it came to pass, when Baasha heard it, that he left off building of Ramah, and let his work cease . 6 Then Asa the king took all Judah; and they carried away the stones of Ramah, and the timber thereof, wherewith Baasha was building ; and he built therewith Geba and Mizpah. 7 And at that time Hanani the seer came to Asa king of Judah, and said unto him, Because thou hast relied on the king of Syria, and not relied on the LORD thy God, therefore is the host of the king of Syria escaped out of thine hand. 8 Were not the Ethiopians and the Lubims a huge host, with very many chariots and horsemen? yet, because thou didst rely on the LORD, he delivered them into thine hand. 9 For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to shew himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him. Herein thou hast done foolishly: therefore from henceforth thou shalt have wars.” (2 Chronicles 16:1-9 KJV) God is on the move searching for those who are perfect in heart to strengthen them and to uphold them with His grace so they will continue in their stand to combat the work of the devil and the power of darkness. But when you do foolish things and fail God, He will rebuke you and discipline you for a such until you repent and return to have a perfect heart before Him.
8. Your perfect heart will bring you answer prayers and relief from the Lord: “1 In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death . And the prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz came to him, and said unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Set thine house in order ; for thou shalt die , and not live . 2 Then he turned his face to the wall, and prayed unto the LORD, saying , 3 I beseech thee, O LORD, remember now how I have walked before thee in truth and with a perfect heart, and have done that which is good in thy sight. And Hezekiah wept sore.” (2 Kings 20:1-3 KJV) The perfect heart that King Hezekiah mentioned in his prayer was his capital before the Lord who relieved him when he cried unto Him and added to him fifteen years to his age, “4 And it came to pass, afore Isaiah was gone out into the middle court, that the word of the LORD came to him, saying , 5 Turn again , and tell Hezekiah the captain of my people, Thus saith the LORD, the God of David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold, I will heal thee: on the third day thou shalt go up unto the house of the LORD. 6 And I will add unto thy days fifteen years; and I will deliver thee and this city out of the hand of the king of Assyria; and I will defend this city for mine own sake, and for my servant David's sake.”  (2 Kings 20:4-6 KJV)
9. We should serve God and do what is right and practice justice with a perfect heart: “4 And Jehoshaphat dwelt at Jerusalem: and he went out again through the people from Beersheba to mount Ephraim, and brought them back unto the LORD God of their fathers. 5 And he set judges in the land throughout all the fenced cities of Judah, city by city, 6 And said to the judges , Take heed what ye do : for ye judge not for man, but for the LORD, who is with you in the judgment. 7 Wherefore now let the fear of the LORD be upon you; take heed and do it: for there is no iniquity with the LORD our God, nor respect of persons, nor taking of gifts. 8 Moreover in Jerusalem did Jehoshaphat set of the Levites, and of the priests, and of the chief of the fathers of Israel, for the judgment of the LORD, and for controversies, when they returned to Jerusalem. 9 And he charged them, saying , Thus shall ye do in the fear of the LORD, faithfully, and with a perfect heart. 10 And what cause soever shall come to you of your brethren that dwell in their cities, between blood and blood, between law and commandment, statutes and judgments, ye shall even warn them that they trespass not against the LORD, and so wrath come upon you, and upon your brethren: this do , and ye shall not trespass . 11 And, behold, Amariah the chief priest is over you in all matters of the LORD; and Zebadiah the son of Ishmael, the ruler of the house of Judah, for all the king's matters: also the Levites shall be officers before you. Deal courageously , and the LORD shall be with the good.” (2 Chronicles 19:4-11 KJV) Perfect heart is needed to administer justice and to take the decision that goes along God’s will and purpose. Perfect heart will enable us to avoid favoritism and to give to everyone what is due to him and to deal and bring the judgment of God on those who do wicked things.   
10. Check here your heart and find out whether your heart is perfect or not: “1 Amaziah was twenty and five years old when he began to reign , and he reigned twenty and nine years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Jehoaddan of Jerusalem. 2 And he did that which was right in the sight of the LORD, but not with a perfect heart.” (2 Chronicles 25:1-2 KJV) King Amaziah did certain good things and according to God’s will as we read here, “3 Now it came to pass, when the kingdom was established to him, that he slew his servants that had killed the king his father. 4 But he slew not their children, but did as it is written in the law in the book of Moses, where the LORD commanded , saying , The fathers shall not die for the children, neither shall the children die for the fathers, but every man shall die for his own sin.” (2 Chronicles 25:3-4 KJV) As well as he did other things that does not go along the ways of God as we read here, “5 Moreover Amaziah gathered Judah together , and made them captains over thousands, and captains over hundreds, according to the houses of their fathers, throughout all Judah and Benjamin: and he numbered them from twenty years old and above, and found them three hundred thousand choice men, able to go forth to war, that could handle spear and shield. 6 He hired also an hundred thousand mighty men of valour out of Israel for an hundred talents of silver. 7 But there came a man of God to him, saying , O king, let not the army of Israel go with thee; for the LORD is not with Israel, to wit, with all the children of Ephraim. 8 But if thou wilt go , do it, be strong for the battle: God shall make thee fall before the enemy : for God hath power to help , and to cast down . 9 And Amaziah said to the man of God, But what shall we do for the hundred talents which I have given to the army of Israel? And the man of God answered , The LORD is able to give thee much more than this. 10 Then Amaziah separated them, to wit, the army that was come to him out of Ephraim, to go home again : wherefore their anger was greatly kindled against Judah, and they returned home in great anger.” (2 Chronicles 25:5-10 KJV) King Amaziah thought that people and money can bring victory, forgetting that God will give him the victory if he set his heart on Him. Therefore the Bible described his heart was not a perfect heart. 

You may say that King Amaziah responded to the message of the man of God and sent away the men of Ephraim out of the army, so why then he was still described as a man with a non perfect heart. This is a good point, and there is an answer for that. Amaziah sent the men away not because he was convinced of the truth or he did that out of his repentance. He sent them away because he was afraid of the warning that God’s wrath may come upon him as the man of God warned him with the following: “God shall make thee fall before the enemy: for God hath power to help , and to cast down,” (2 Chronicles 25:8 KJV) He was just forced to send the hired soldiers away, but not out of true repentance. The prove of that is in what we can read further; the Lord gave Amaziah a clear victory over the Edomites, but this what he did: “14 Now it came to pass, after that Amaziah was come from the slaughter of the Edomites, that he brought the gods of the children of Seir, and set them up to be his gods, and bowed down himself before them, and burned incense unto them. 15 Wherefore the anger of the LORD was kindled against Amaziah, and he sent unto him a prophet, which said unto him, Why hast thou sought after the gods of the people, which could not deliver their own people out of thine hand? 16 And it came to pass, as he talked with him, that the king said unto him, Art thou made of the king's counsel ? forbear ; why shouldest thou be smitten ? Then the prophet forbare, and said, I know that God hath determined to destroy thee, because thou hast done this, and hast not hearkened unto my counsel.” (2 Chronciles 25:14-16) 

My dear and beloved: Many today they are doing and obeying because they are forced, and not out of their repentance, and so in the end you will find them worshiping idols and pursuing wrong ways and doing foolish things as Amaziah did. Now, check yourself and answer the following question; Are you obeying God out of conviction and repentance, or you are just forced to do so to avoid God’s punishment?
God wants you to attain a perfect heart. David said: “1 I will sing of mercy and judgment: unto thee, O LORD, will I sing . 2 I will behave myself wisely in a perfect way. O when wilt thou come unto me? I will walk within my house with a perfect heart.” (Psalm 101:1-2 KJV) Many they pretend before the people they are perfect but while they are alone, they are doing wrong things forgetting that even if there are no people around to see them, but God is seeing all their wrong doings. Now Examine yourself and your heart with the light of the Scripture and the Holy Spirit; see the defects in your heart, and willingly repent of all your sins; ask God to give you a new heart of flesh, and work it out with the Lord to have and to attain a perfect heart, and in allowing Him to change your life.  
My Prayer: Father God I come before you in the name of Jesus who died on the cross for my sins and rose from the death to give me eternal life. Lord thank you for your Word that is directing me clearly into your ways and showed me the defects in my heart and in the way that I live and walk with you.

Repent and renounce all your sins. Renounce the love of money, the trust on people and material things, the lust and the love for the worldly things. Repent of all your idols and the wrong things that you are doing that contradict the Word of God and God’s will. Lord I repent of the following sins ____________________________.

Lord I commit my life into your hand to walk before you in a perfect heart. Uphold me with your grace to achieve that. I commit myself to set myself as a good example to others, and to teach my children and others the same. 

Lord thank you for my brethren and my sisters who repented and came back to you looking to attain a perfect heart. Lord protect them and provide for them so that they will continue to walk with you with a perfect heart. Lord do miracles and wonders in their lives and uphold them with victories so people will know that you are the true God and we are your servants. 

Lord we pray for us as a church that we will continue to teach your Word and to proclaim your ways to our families and to the rest of our workers and members. Lord lead us to help people who are in sin and bondages and are looking for help from you. Lord enable us to clean those who are lepros. Lord refill us once again with the Holy Spirit, and lead us and enable us to reach new people, making new disciples and train new workers, and to plant new Bible studies and congregations for the church. Lord I pray for more people to receive water baptism, and the Holy Spirit baptism. Lord bless and increase all our ministries, and prepare us for your coming that we will go with you when you come to take us. Lord bless us, enlarge our territory, let your hand be with us and free us from harm so we will not feel pain. May the grace of the Lord Jesus, and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all in Jesus name, Amen. 
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